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On 2f'November, Farningham provided the venue for
the call change competition. 9 teams took part, which
was the most there had been for a number of years.

Peter Sims (the County Chairman) and Sheila Phyall frpm
the Ashford district came up to judge. Each team had {o
ring 120 changes and make at least 12 call changes.

The teams made it difficult for the judges as there was a
high standard throughout and no one rang badly. After
of plenty of thought though, (we were beginning to
62YyRSNI AT (GKS@QR 2dzaid 32YyS
they came up with the following results:

1. Beckenham "George'4 L to R Roddy Horton, Rosemary Stretton, Ross Hartley,
2. Erith CC 7 B\ Lizzy Hartley, Terry Guntrip,, Jim Hardy.

3. Beckenham "Dragort'3

4. Chelsfield 18 R

5. Horton Kirby “"Lesley24 Dondt XXoxrdge't

6. Horton Kirby "Mick" 26 Quarter Peal Week

7. Crayford/Ash 27 ~

8 Enhz;m 35 12th i 21st February 2010

9. Crayford/Dartford 39

Congratulations to Beckenham on defending the trophy
and thanks again to Peter and Sheila for giving up thei
time to come and judge it.

Rupert Cheeseman
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Chairman's Bit

Thank you for electing me your Chairman at the Annual
District Meeting at St. Mary Cray in October. It is an honour
and | hope I can justify and reward your faith in me!

It was very poignant that the venue was St Mary Cray as that
was where my grandparents lived (my paternal grandfather
was publican at the now closed Blue Anchor) and where my
parents were married and | was baptised. | have many
happy childhood memories of St Mary Cray and the large
Rectory that stood at the bottom of Blacksmiths Lane which
was demolished to accommodate the two tower blocks in

the 1960s. | understand that there was also previously a bell
foundry on that site run by the Hodsons. The back five bells
at Chelsfield were cast by John Hodson in 1672.

I will be very happy to learn what people expect of their
Chairman. | admit | didn't see a job description before
agreeing to stand for the position. The simplistic view is that
it involves keeping order at four meeting through the year
but there is much more that can be done. Please make your
views known.

Itis also a strange coincidence that the next District meeting
is at my home tower, Chelsfield. The Chelsfield ringers look
forward to giving everyone a warm welcome and some of
you may be experiencing, and hopefully enjoying, a ring on
our augmented bells following the addition of three new
trebles in 2009. The former treble is being rehoused through
the Keltek Trust.

One item worthy of discussion at the January meeting will be
how some money from the A G Hill Memorial Fund, currently
held centrally by the KCACR, is allocated bearing in mind the
intention was to provide instruction books for learners in the
Lewisham District extended as far as possible to the rest of
the County. To some extent, we are all learners! A lively
debate looks to be on the cards.

By the time you will read this | hope you will have had a
Happy Christmas but perhaps you will also be well on the
way to breaking your New Year resolutions!

Nick
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Editorial ey, this e

by so quickly! We spend all that time getting
ready for Christmas buying too much food,

dLISYRAY3 (22 YdOK Y2Y Sy thaRge’ChipetitbAY S AY 1
flash. Well I hope you all had a good one and|| District Offi E il Direct >
hope you have an equally good New Year. Istric Icers £ mail Lirec OII’y
I KFEFANXYIYQa . AU 2
It was great to see more teams entering the Call Change Editorial 3
O2YLISGAGAZ2Y FyR 02y 3aNI GdZ I { "f‘z?ﬁ& 612 .SO01SYKIY WDSQN,EISSQ F2
resounding victory. The standard was very high this time and u

the judges took a long time deliberatingas Rupert said we 9f KFY 9 / KA&Af SKdzNAG®Aa L
iK2dzaAKG GKS8QR 3I2yS K2YSH Foundry Tales 5

Our next big event is the Quarter Peal week in February. Lets News from the Towers

hope we manage to get at least one rung in each tower in the Ash by Wrotham 6

district. Biggin Hill 6

Thank you to everyone who has sent in articles for this editign Chelsfield 7

of the Newsletterc without your support there would be no Cucham 7
bSgat SGGSNI a2 gAGK2dzi TFTdzNIHSNI Ipodwnd Qf € €SI @S &82dz 42 WNBIR

hopefully enjoy! Eltham 7

Suex Erith Christ Church 8

Horton Kirby 8

00 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000C0O0COCCNV WeStWiCkham 9

The Ringing Master Writes 9

U Peals 1969 & 2009 9

The Training Officers Manifesto 10

This the main source of fundraising for the Bell Restoratiol The Cinque Ports Ringing Centre at Dover 11

Fund from the Lewisham District. Ash are having major . R :
works done in 2010 and have received a generous donatio Cinque Ports & The Ringing Foundation 11

>

from the BRF. | expect to have something over £550 for tHe Ringing & Money 12

BRF at the end of March. The 120 club starts again in Apr|l Horton Kirby Star 13

and | will have forms available from the January meeting. Dartford Ringers Outing 14

Draw held on October 10at St Mary Cray (Annual District | Cudham Bells Restoration Project part 3 15

Meeting) Quiz for people who know everything 15
o District Events 16

1 85 Jan Odell (Footscray)

ot 70 Alan Smith (Charlton Kings) Out of the Mouths of Babes 16

3:‘? 93 120 club Minutes of the Annual District Meeting 17
t .

4 106 120 club Agenda for Januarys Meeting 20

Draw held on November 24at Farningham (Call change -

Striking Competition) \

1 65 Janis Roddy (Sidcup)

2" 48 Tony Fisher (Eynsford)

3 89 Sue Cameron (Unattached)
4 82 Barry Macey (Footscray)




é\tham & Chislehurst Ringers

Isle of Wight Weekend

There was an air of anticipation and excitement about th
start of our weekend on the
Isle of Wight as we met up at
the ferry terminal in
Portsmouth.

After landing in Fishbourne

we headed straight to All Saints in Ryde for a ring of eig
bells. It was then on to All Saints at Newchurch (a ring 0
six, the nicest and therefore my favouritehese were
ground floor bells, and one either stood outside in the
2LISY FANE 2N gl 1SR GKNERBQ
we were marooned whilst ringing took place.

Some of us went back there on Sunday morning as they
were short on regular ringers.

The Shanklin Hotel was superb as usual, lovely food thg
SYGANB 46SS{SYRI odzii Q5ALl Y
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We awoke to rain on Saturday morning, but this soon

cleared and we were able to do the usual walk along th¢
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and ascended Tennyson Down.

After a quick pub lunch sitting outside, it was then on to
All Saints (a distinct lack of imagination in church names
here) in Freshwater (the heaviest six on the Island).

Several of us had a good look around the Church yard
e which seemed to contain a good number of distinguished

people including a one time Khedive of Egypt.

It was then on St Mary & St Rhadegund in Whitwell, which
are a new six raung earlier this year.
ht{ I G dzZNR I &
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were up dancing that evening and suffering for it the next
day!

YK X
Sunday morning was torrential rain and heavy gusts of
wind, some went off to ring for morning service, others
went shopping or just lazed around the Hotel until the
rain cleared away at lunch time.

¢In the afternoon it was time for our second walk, which

(sl a G GKS @SNEB |LWte yIYSR
walk was climbing almost vertically sometim,
along an extremely muddy path. It was
difficult not to slide back down, but the view

€ at the top was worth it, and we passed some ySo

[fFYlIQa 2y (GKS gl @&
We finally got back to the car park & tea room just as it
was getting dark, and some of us had a very enormous
scrummy cake (it was a pity we did not have time for a

return visit there).

CKFEG yAIKG 6S 6SNB SyGSNIF A\
not a lot of dancing thoughwe were too worn out.

Monday morning dawned dry and sunny, just time for yet
another walk for the most energetic (are we gluttons for
punishment?) and then lunch at a nearby pub.
We decided to try for an earlier crossing and just two cars
made it on to the 1.30pm ferry leaving the others at the
terminal looking on forlornly as we sailed into the 3
Horizon, ending a Brilliant weekend. Thank you Len foR | Y :
organizingit K SNB Q& G2 GKS ySEG 2y¢
\\
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Marnie Knight
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4: Maintaining History

Every so often the Whitechapel Bell Foundry hits the natiopa b€ provided, but although the old clappers were not at all
headlines (work on Big Ben, the 9/11 bell for New York, th¢ Well matched for size or proportions it was decided to offer
vdz§Sy Qa GAraridos odzi Yzadg g|anewtop ends, forged from genuine wrought iron, blacksmithy {j 3
GKS NBalz2N}GAzy 2F (KS a2 f|Rfire-welded to the original bottom ends to maintainthe & 2 dz,
original material and therefore the original sound.

Being made of hard bronze, church bells can last for However, the frame and other flttlngs were a mixed up set
hundreds of years and it is not that unusual to find one or | and ina poor state.

two bells dating from the 1600s, 1500s or even 1400s in a
tower where other bells have been subsequently recast dup The tower was a tall, slender structure with evidence of

to damage or poor tone. Single bells in smaller churches dar cracking throughout its height, with the bellframe mounted
be even older, and within the last few years we have had | right at the top where the forces imposed by the bells have
bells in for refurbishment dating back to the 1300s, 1200s | the greatest effect on the tower, making it sway and making
and even one from the 1100s! the bells difficult to ring.

In order to reduce the stress on the tower, we suggested

In mid 2006 we visited the church of St Lawrence in Ipswich Putting a new cast iron & steel frame in just above the first

to inspect their ring of bells that had been almost unused for floor, carefully designed so that the largest bells swing in line
many years due to the poor condition of the tower and of with the strongest parts of the tower, leaving the old frame

the bell installation. The 5 bells were from 3 different and fittings in place for posterity and moving the ringers
founders at 3 different dates, but remarkably all the bells | downstairs onto a new gallery between the ground and first
were cast in the 1400s! It is most unusual for so many floors at a level where a floor had previously existed.

ancient bells to survive in one place and they are almost . _ .
certainly the oldest ring of 5 in the country. Also, the oldest Following a requote in December 2007 we received an order
bell was cast in about 1440 in Aldgate by one of the earliegt in 2008 (church bell projects often take years to raise funds,

—

predecessors to the business and is the earliest make decisions, and gain permission, this one was quite

A2 KAGSOKI LISf ¢ 68ff GKIF G L |kquick!), enablingus toremove the bells from the tower in
early 2009.

Although the bells had been refurbished and rehung a The bells were gritblasted internally to remove the worst

number of times in the past they had not been altered or corrosion, jetwashed and scrubbed externally to leave the
tuned and still retained their ancient wrought iron clappers,| o©riginal patina of age, and provided with specially designed
they were however corroded on the inside which had fittings to make them perform like a modern peal. The
deadened their tone. Cardinal Wolsey (147530 lived in | clappers were reised and the new frame designed and
Ipswich as a young man and would have heard these belld| installed as proposed. Following a lot of building work the
the sound of which had not altered to the present day. bells were finally reénstalled in September 2009 and are now
easy to ring, sounding out again and fit for another hundred
In many cases one or more of the bells in a tower are tunefl y€ars or more.

when refurbished, to improve the overall musical quality of R L o .
the peal, but in this case the bells were listed for hyS 2F¥ 0KS 2t RSal adNBAGAY3I o
preservation, were not badly out of tune and were nottoo | Peal of 5in the country, still as heard by young Thomas

poor tonally, so no tuning was proposed. Often a ring of 5| Wolsey over 500 years ago!

bells will be increased to 6 when refurbishment becomes
ySOSaalkNEs SylofAy3a THn RA|FMarkBackhouse y 3
rather than the 120 possible on 5. Even for rings of old bells
we regularly cast bells using our old™@entury moulding

gauges to get a good match tonally, but in this case we
decided that adding an extra bell would ruin the uniquenesg L K J
of the ring.
g N ’
Also, a set of new modern cast iron clappers would normally @




NEWS 720,

ASH-BY-WROTHAM
Practice Saturday 9:30am

SOUNDS OF SUCCESS
Hello from the bottom right hand corner of last issue's map
By the time this is in print, our bells will be paying their long

anticipated visit to Whitechapel, for a spruce up, new running

gear, tuning and rdhanging. My thanks to all who helped in
the fund raising, bell lowering and like activities, thanks in
anticipation for those who will help in the #tgang, tidy, clean
and paint of the tower, not to mention the bits of building
work that can be reached better while the bells are away.
This of course means that we will be unable to ring during
District QuarteiPeal Week. However, with a lot of help fron
Rupert, Cathy, Mark and Brenda an early quarter peal was
on the 20" December. We were also pledde be included i
5FNIF2NRE | 2f& ¢NAyAGeQa

We'll be supporting services while the bells are away with
handbell ringing, and at the time of writing we're planning
some Vvisits to 'the Cinque ports ringing centre'. We are tak|
some of the congregation to visit the bells while they're at
Whitechapel and there will be belfry working parties to clea
up the bell chamber. Other planned treats for the Saturday
we won't have practice include visits to the 'Model Enginee
Exhibition' and the 'Ribblehead Viaduct'.

Ash By Wrotham, Kent
SS Peter & Paul
Sunday, 20 December 2009 in 0:43 (9Y%2)

1260 Plain Bob Doubles
Brian Ashmore

Brenda Barton

Mark Backhouse
Cathy Cheeseman
Rupert Cheeseman (C)
John Stook

OO WN P

Before 9 Lessons and Carols.
Last quarter on the bells before they get taken out for rehanging &
retuning.

To kick off the Lewisham District Quarter Peal week... 9 weeks eg
First quarter; 6. First quarter for 20 years!; 1. 50th quarter; 2.

John & Gabirielle Stook

28 NGRS

BECKENHAM
Practice Thursday 19:50

BEXLEY

Practice Thursday 20:00

PRI S M A N VSRR . R . N e
BICKLEY
Practice Wednesday 19:30
he
ERRERIING. S . N W WITRSRRRRREENRL W W N W e
rn
BIGGIN HILL

2 Practice Tuesdayp0:00

RINGING IN BIRMINGHAM(ALABMA, OF COURSE!)

For the second time in 2009, and the frirst in 2010, part of
.ATAAY 1T AfTEQa O0FYyR 6blyoOe | yR
the only tower in Alabama{ G t | dzf Qa4 . ANNAY:
N tower, in a friendly city.Visitors are always welcomel! (i Q a

S only an eighthour-flight-two-hour-drive away!

S

n

And the driving is a real pleasufence you find your way out

of Atlanta!) Why, we wondered, looking at the interstate

ahead, just as busy as an English motorvaay. € 6 S A (1 Qa
slightly slower speedAnd no one seems to be in a huriyo
horns, nogesturesh NJ YI @86 S A (@ck Saittiza G G ¢
Just as many towers here struggle to keep a viable band going,
a2 . ANNAYIKIYQE KRtheT&NE | NB
enthusiatic locals who first learned to ring on the new bells, a
number have fallen awayThe loyal core have come on
wonderfully, but frustratingly slowly; for unlike English towers,
their nearest assistance is 150 miles away! So they practice
twice a week quite a commitment. Now Jenne confidently

calls Bob Doubles, Jeremy is calling Grandsire Doubles, and by
visiting Marietta and Atlanta, triples quarters have been

scored. They long to have their own triples band. Plans for a

a

M"FANBG aK2YSE obyR 66AGK | fAd
| made soon, too.
rh

So, as they say in the South:Ql £ £ 02 YSH

Nancy Gay
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BROMLEY
Practice Tuesday 20:00
Jrp— \\\ re— “\ pe—
BROMLEY COMMON
Practice Thursday 19:45

e “\ p—— \\\ e
CHELSFIELD

Practice Monday 20:00

We continue with varied and usually well attended practicq
Ringing is across the spectrum from Plain Hunt up to
Grandsire & Stedman Triples and Cambridge S Major as v
as, remembering our 6 bell roots, often including some
Doubles and spliced Minor.

Nick Wilkins

. N N N N L W e

CHISLEHURST (Annunciation)
Practice 1st Wednesday 19:3

CHISLEHURST (St Nicholas)
Practice Wednesday 20:00 (1st Wednesd:
at Annunciation)

v R I Wy o R R v
CRAYFORD

Practice Tuesday 19:45

. N N N N L W e

CUDHAM
Practice Monday (except 1st) 19:45 Joint Practice with Downe

Off we went at 8.45 a.m. on Sat™9 S LJi SYo6 SNJ 2
tour of 5 towers. We had around 15 ringers right across th
ability range although none of us fantastically expert. We

just wanted to get to visit some stunning churches and to

hopefully enjoy the chance to ring the bells and most of all
to have some fun. Frankly | believe we achieved all of the
above, some of the ringing was good some not so, howevd
everyone had the opportunity to have a go at all 5 churche

We started at Biddenden on their lovely 8 bells, then on to
Headcorn for their 8. It took 2 of us to get the tenor raised
the clapper has some kind of defect and it always goes up
WgNRY3IAQ AF 2yt e 2yS LISNAEZ2Y|
Hollingbourne where there was some kind of street market

some of the ladies went off in search of a bargain and came
back with bikes, dinner services and trivets!!

[ dzy OK gl & +i GKS W¢ ollerimp3ng NBS ¢
food worked out well. Excellent food and good value!

On to Ulcombe for tower 4, old memories for me because
that was where | was taught to ring many years ago. And
lastly to Boxley; my word their tower is tall with fantastic
views over the weald and beyond. Finally everyone back to
WeKS . fFO1TaYAGKA ! N¥aQ F2N
everyone had a great day out !

S. Laurence Bond
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DARTFORD
Practice Wednesday 20:00

St A L L\ UL \ N\ \ SR
DOWNE

Practice 1st Monday 20:00 Joint
Practice with Cudham

2500S 0SSy FAfYSR ! 3l
We have enjoyed ringing for the extra Carol Services leading
up to Christmas as well as a December Wedding and of
O2dzNES GKSNB ¢gAff 0SS WYWwAay3
bSé ,SIND G2 €221 F2NBI NR
Monday 14" -12, we were Recorded for one of the BBC
Midday TV Programmes. | wonder if any one will have
spotted us! It was a fun session for which 3 of our working
(slightly younger!) Ringers had to slightly reorganise their
working schedules but they felt it was really worth it. We
rang Backward Rounds which they hoped would blend with
GKS t NRPINIYYSQE ¢KSYS GdzySo
Heselwood for allowing us to do thisve hope that we
v YARKE EKEOSnHH NYSR 2dNESE 5Sa
P
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Bridget Robbie

PERTRRRIF. N, Nt e, NG, TCORRREIRSRRIINIL. W N N R, R

r ELTHAM
. Practice Tuesday 20:00

D

Firstly | am pleased to report that a quarter peal was

55 successfully rung for the retirement of Father John Neal.
Details are under this piece. And as promised last time, an
frtigle g begnaprodyged o &e IglqiobpWightipth 2

thanks to Marnie).




On the ringing front, we were able to enter a team in the chII
change striking competition that contained THREE first timg
competition ringers. Theglid very well doing something new
like that on bells which they had never rung before. We haye
already penciled the March competition date into our
diaries )

We are also hoping to have enough ringers willing and
available to ring in the New Year, a tradition which had begn
put on hold while we were building our numbers back up.
We may even have enough to ring for the carol service, an
event we usually are short on due to it clashing with every
other churches service.

Wednesday, 30 September 2009 in 45 minsZ2)
1400 Grandsire Triples

Steve Fitton

Len Morley

Phil Stott

Diane Reynolds

Angus Ogilvie

lan Mills (C)

David Holdridge

Len Dumper

Rung to say farewell to Fr John and Lesley Neal

O~NO OIS~ WNPE

Katherine Trill

ERITH (Christ Church)
Practice Monday 20:00

Once again this year we took part in the Christchurch

Christmas Tree Festivaheld in aid of the Greenwich and
Bexley Cottage Hospice. As usual we covered our tree with
bells in all shapes and sizes. We aim for quantity rather thgn
quality!

All our learners are making excellent progreskey are now
ringing regularly on Sundays and graduating from rounds tp
Call Changes. The rest of the band are consolidating existi

recently, leading to the ropes shortening, has meant that
even some of our taller members have occasionally had to
use a box.

We were delighted that our band came second in the Strikipc

Competition, particularly as they had first to ring at
Christchurch for a wedding and then get down to
Farningham. And, on the subject of weddings, some of the
band have been called on to help out for weddings at St.
Clement Danes in London!

Elizabeth Brett

SRR N, N, N, g, T

ERITH (St John the Baptist)
Practice Wednesday 20:00

2

EYNSFORD
Practice Friday 20:00
FARNINGHAM
Practice Wednesday 20:00 by arrangement
FOOTS CRAY
Practice Wednesday 20:00
RN . S . N W WITRSTRVTRNRENERVL. M W N W e
HAYES
Practice Tuesday 20:00
RN . S . N W WITRSTRVTRNRENERVL. M W N W e

HORTON KIRBY
Practice Thursday 20.00

For the second year running we entered two bands for the
Call Change competition held at Farningham and for the
second year one of the bands had no peal ringersinit. This
year though all the ringers were from Horton Kigne
NBEOIFff SR FNRY WNBUGANBYSY(HQ
service ringers. We feel this is quite an achievement since
we are still one of the newest towers in the district. We felt
we rang well but the standard was very high so although we
only came 8 and 6" out of 9 we were very pleased with our
attempts.

Progress in ringing continues especially with our young
ringers¢ we have been known to have 12 ringers on a

. 9 Sunday! We are still working on Bob Doubles and have
methods and learning some new ones. The very wet weather YEyF3sR

LX FAya O2dNEBESE gAGK

been brave enough to attempt it on a Sunday yet!

Sue Allport
CESREIRG. . W N0 N SUCUURRERRRRIRETL. W W N N, NTTTReerReee
LEWISHAM
Practice 5th Wednesday
PENGE

Ringing by arrangement
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ST MARY CRAY
Practice Wednesday 19:45

v T O v oo e O e O, Wl v
SHOREHAM

Practice Monday 20:00

v T Wl v e O, Wl v
SIDCUP

Practice Wednesday 20:00

WEST WICKHAM
Practice Wednesday 20:00

l dz3dza i &l ¢ 2dzNJ | yydz f VI
in Cudham and we were again blessed with a glorious wea|
We were joined by a couple of friends from Addington, Eric
Godfrey and Ruth and John Perrin.

WOOLWICH, GREENWICH & DEPTFORD
The Meridian Ringers

.'i
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It was good to see so many people at the ADM and hopefully

A bright blue sky greeted
us on 7 November when
ringers, 2 partnersand 2
dogs arrived at o
Edenbridge for a ramble,!
ring and pub lunch. We §
went on a circular walk

taking us along the river
Eden and through some
lovely countryside. We then rang at St
Peter & Paul at Edenbridge , the 14 cy
ring of 8 are easy to handle and sound

Finally a well deserved meal in the local pub, although we
waited an hour for it to be freshly cooked, it was well worth
the wait.

Our regular practices continue, but we miss Alys who has 1
moved to Cudham and is unable to commit to regular
practices. Brian, our learner continues to make progress rir
call changes.

Judith Fry

oo e e i g s e s e o o, T e U S R s

this will continue into 2010 as attendances at district events
during 2009 were distinctly variable. Keep an eye on the
website for when events are taking place.

¢KS RAAUGNAOG ljdzZ NISNJ 6SS1 Aa
already sent an initial email out to each tower but in the next
Y2yGK ¢gSQff ySSR G2 3ISd I FA
be able to do and what help is required. This is so that we

can reach our target of a quarter in each tower and as many
firsts as possible. To this aim the first quarter has already
been scored as Ash bells have now come out for rehanging
and retuning.

; Peals 5
Q 1969 & 2009 v

On December 22nil969 a band of teenagers rang a peal at
Sennen Church a mile from Land's End. It was the youngest
band to ring a peal for the Truro Guild and the record stands
today.

¢

On the 22nd December 20040 years later, 4 of the same

band met at Sennen to ring a peal to mark the anniversary.

One of the ringers could not be found (he may be in Italy)

and sadly Tim Bell, who called the first peal, has died. We
OW dedicated the peal to his memory.

9ing was lucky enough to be one of those who was found after
being 'googled' and rang in both peals.

Lesley Barclay (née Evans)
(Full report in April Newsletttar Ed)
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like to run through some of the ideas and principles that |
hope to bring to training in Lewisham District.

Firstly I like to thank David for his efforts as Training Officq
over the past few years. As anyone who has been a studg
2NJ KSf ISR 2y 2yS 2F GKS (N
helped many people make progress with their ringing (and

6SQ@S tftaz2 KIR | f24G 2F ¥Fd
5 ARQa KIFINR 62N] YR RSRA
happened.

b2¢ GKIFIG LQ@S G118y 20SNI |

outline a few of the ideas and principles that | hope to brin
to training in the Lewisham District.

Point 1: We are all Learners

Fff NAY3ISNB INB fSIENYyAy3 §
GKSe8 NS GKS& | NBo bS@SNJ
understand your problems, not only have they been throug
0KS LINPOS&aa GKSYaStgSa o dz
similar problems now, just while trying to ring something
StasSo ¢KS ARSI GKFG 6SQNB
2yi2 Y& &a4SO02yR LRAYOX
Point 2: Learning is a Continuous Process

¢tKSNE Aa I (SyRSyOe T2NJ az
FYR WNAY3IAYIQ +a (62 RATFTFS
you do when you are given an objective (like learning Bob
52dz0f S&4&0 YR WNRAY3IAYyIQ o6SA
(at practice nights, District Meetings and the like). In realif]
ALL ringing is part of the learning process. Even ringing ¢
OKlFy3aSa 2y | {dzyRlI & Y2NYAy
think of as a time for learning, gives you a chance to work
your striking and bell control. So learners should take
advantage of every chance to ring, which brings me to my
YSEG ARSI X

Point 3: Training Days are not Isolated Events

Ringers sometimes look at Training Days in isolation. Reg
they should been seen as part of a spectrum ranging from
your weekly tower practice night, through District Meetings
and Practices and on to District Training Days alongside b
residential training courses like the Hereford or Bradfield

© Vlicer's Manifest0

Ndnginy gosirdeS Ddcasinally Btuden®s tutddgdtd thaiaingS R

AAAAA

l
O2dzNES FT2NJ 6SOIdasS GKSe gl yi
Learners should take every opportunity they can find to
LIN} OGAOS a2YSikKAy3d GKSe& 4yl

r allows them to make most progress on a training day. This

naK2dzZ RYQliG RA&O02dzNI 3S &2dz FNRY

JRAYMSEK ARy B 58 Bde t K JSRBI (KISR QWIdRC
001 FTNRY a2YSGiKAy3 06SOIdzas &

7y Aftdr gl{iif/ouimiks mard: ph@rdsd tyan yol expected ivaickn?

Odiwiays Beyp yain Kdvéonlg 2 dzf Ry Qi KI @S
t2Ayd nY tNRINBaa Aa GKS [ SIN
& S5AAGNAOG ¢CNIXYAYAYy3 hFFAOSNI L

j There are a couple of ringers in the Lewisham District who
have made really good progress with their ringing over the
past couple of years. Itis not a coincidence that they are
amongst the most regular attendees at District events (of all
types¢ meetings, practices and training days) and have
2fdequénilyoged to Jrastite nightFaway K@retheiRdfeQ i G |
ot@verdcghitthk rdding théylrequire THis3nsly ndtlbey 3 S NE&
h practical for everyone but it does show you what can be
atifeSed @Ma |daliNG takesordsgonsibityAfof Heir OVNE dz:
NAY3IAYyIO 52y QG 0SS F¥FNIAR 27
(@tRoyigh ii ik yolite t@ask tHe koNgy dapfah offwBdreRedl v S |
@2dzOQNBE GAaAlGAYy3a AT (KS& YAYRO
tower either in the District or in one of our neighbouring
' 3a20A1F GA2yak5AaGNAOGAa GKI G
and would be happy to accommodate you. Some ringers feel
YIBK A YNIS N&S Aiy23 (RN 28 tWR S Ny
NyBu/can b¥cbnie (a Bextdr Gngedy Giditinglanothé @ractic& A v :
night, this will only help improve the ringing at your home
yta@verdds.l Gne b2 dizcaRt®dn: WiersleahBgingdw ndethods K
y it is important to have aim high. However, it is also important
bl to be really comfortable in the basics before moving on to
drdore ¢dnpl€X KingivMR Boil exardplg, oS wast o detriRBlad
onBob Doubles, you should ensure that you can ring Plain Hunt
NEBftAFOf&d PGGSYLIGAY 3 (G2 NRAYS
gAft 2yte tSIFIR (G2 RAAFLILRAYGY
unsure, ask your tower captain or another experienced ringer
whom you ring with regularly for their advice.

C

Point 5: Learners should have Objectives
I

Yy
Having a tangible objective to aim for is a really useful way to

focus your learning and measure your improvement. Certainly
giKS 06Sad LINRBaINBaa LQOS YIRS A
gKSY LQ@S aSi aALISOATFTAO (I NBS
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dependent on what stage you are at in your ringing career
might be entering a band into a striking competition for
example, but for people learning to ring methods the most
appropriate objective is usually to ring a quarter peal. Thig
something the learner can do themselves (see point four

020S0® LT @2dz2QNB f SI Ny AY
methods upwards, speak to your tower captain or another
experienced ringer who you ring with regularly and pick a
date when you want to hit your target (e.g. successfully rin
a quarter peal). Find a tower and ask around to find a ban
Y2ad NAY3ISNEBE I NB KIFLLR (2
already busy, after all people rang with us when we were
learning the likes of Plain Hunt and Bob Doubles. Similarl
you need a conductor ask around. There are plenty of
ringers in the district capable of calling quarter peals. The
forthcoming District Quarter Peal Week would be an ideal
time to do this, but any time of the year is fine.

{2 G6AGK GKIFGTZ KFLILER £ SENYA
anything above or any other training related matters, my e
mail address is training@lewishamdistrict.org.uk.

Dominic Meredith

g%\

R o Vo Dot

The Cinque Ports Ring
Centre at Dover

s

(0]

oCalling Call Changes

Saturday 30 th January 2010
13.00t0 16.30
at St Mar yds,

Do

An afternoon course for those who have
never call ed anythi
know where or how to start.

ng

Tel: 01104 823217 or emall
ptdale@dsl.pipex.cantbook a place.

Make a day of it and come as a helper to the
morning ringing school from 10 to 12.

it

Cinque Ports
3 e SRIRgINGFoUNaa o » v

0 The Ringing Foundation was formed in 2007 by the Central

d, Council of Church Bell Rlngers its pr|nC|paI objectives are given on

N lyome pagitip:f igugdeten.canfandink@leé Q NS
enhancing the quality and quantlty of tralnlng through the

jfcreation of a structured learning process.

S

There was a report in the Ringing World recently about two
Teaching Workshops in October, organised by the Foundation in
London and Birmingham respectively. | was invited to give a short
presentation and you may have seen a rather unflattering picture

y o4 holdngforty 1g e BUNONAY AeNg 5 j g8 N &
I must admit it was preaching mainly to the converted because
everybody there was concerned about low levels of recruitment,
particularly of younger ringers, and the loss of so many ringers in
the early stages. Everybody also accepted that learning to ring is

somewhat of a lottery, with the quality of teaching in some areas
being mediocre at best and often very poor indeed.

In fact, | wonder if we ever expect learners to succeed at their first
FGGaSYLWG +d Fye adar3asSs FyR | NBy
learner thrust into Plain Hunt, say, for the first time gets it right?

If that is the case then it is quite a damning indictment of our
teaching tactics if we come to think about it. What is really

needed to retain more of our recruits is a series of short, easily
ngered exercises that take them gradually from one stage to

ext.

—
—

In my presentation | examined the traditional teaching route of
bell handling, rounds, call changes, plain hunt, and so on, and
explained how the Cinque Ports Ringing Centre tries to remedy its
shortcomings. There were nods of agreement when | said it was
roller-coaster ride of successive failures because the hurdles at
each stage were too high to manage at the first attempt.

With such a receptive audience it was easy for me to go into
V dRtdils of the philosophy behind our approach at the Cinque Ports.
Many of the delegates at the workshops were already using
similar techniques and | found it was a wonderful forum for
n f ideas. T know p Mé
ccéb?og;}t?k/e%ucatlon pgctlcne‘{ec{%fkgnd follow the'link to
Foundation Skills where there is a wealth of resources and ideas.

If you are currently teaching ringers or training a band, look out
F2NJ F ySg [/ SyiaNTft | 2 dzy OA € LJdzo
publication soon. Of course you can always come to Dover on a
Saturday morning to experience for yourself different ways of
developing bell control and method ringing skills.

Peter Dale
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10. Enjoying the Thought

My wife and I aren’t rich exactly, but
we’ve got a house and we’ve saved a bit —
and ringing doesn’t cost much — and
somehow it looks as though there’ll be
Inheritance Tax to pay when we're both
gone. So we’d like to leave £30,000 or so to
belfry restoration — or perhaps give it while
we're still alive — so what’s the best way

M S
with all that? J. & M. S.

London

How splendid! And what better time to
think about it than on a warm Summer’s day
in the garden. But that said, what you do with
your money is, of course, entirely up to you.
You can spend it now, save it for later, give
some of it now, give some of it later, leave it
to your relations or leave it to charity, and
that’s entirely your choice.

So I'm not going to try to persuade you to
give it to charity, let alone to any particular
charity. But if giving or leaving money to
belfry restoration is what you want to do, here
are some of the hows, ifs and buts of it all.

Inheritance Tax

But first, since Inheritance Tax appears to
be a factor in your decision, are you sure
you’ll be liable to it? Things have changed
recently, and like all tax, it’s far from
straightforward. Essentially, though, for a
single person there’s no Inheritance Tax
payable on the first £325,000 of their estate.

With a married couple — or two people in a
civil partnership — no Inheritance Tax at all is
payable on anything left to the surviving
spouse or partner by the first one to die.
What’s more, if the first one to die leaves all
their estate to the surviving one, then the
surviving one inherits their nil rate band along
with it. So when the second one dies, their
estate will benefit from rwo nil rate bands.

What's more, those two nil rate bands will
both be increased as the years go by. So
although they amount to £650,000 rhis year, in
later years they will almost certainly be more
and perhaps a great deal more.

Ifs and Buts

Needless to say, there are all sorts of
complications. So if the first spouse or partner
leaves some money to someone other than the
second or a charity — but less than the nil rate
band — then a percentage or of their nil rate
band won  be passed on. But on the plus side,
a widow or widower can use some or all of
the nil rate band of their husband or wife who
died many years ago.

It would-take pages to explain it all, but the
message is this. Don’t just assume that
Inheritance Tax will be payable on your estate.
It may not be.

For that matter, don’t just assume that
Inheritance Tax won 't be payable on your
estate — perhaps because you've already given
a lot of money and assets to your children and/

Ringing and Money

by Steve Coleman

or grandchildren. Do-it-yourself attempts to
avoid Inheritance Tax may not only be
unsuccessful, they may even make you liable
for more Income Tax. Be warned.

The Figures

But let’s suppose, you're sure you’re going
to be liable. In that case, for every £1,000 you
leave above the threshold, your estate will
have to pay £400 in Inheritance Tax.

Yet if you leave that £1,000 to a registered
charity in the normal way, no Inheritance Tax
at all will be payable on it. So that £30,000
you are thinking of leaving to belfry
restoration, will be £30,000 in the hands of the
charity but would be only £18,000 in the
hands of an alternative, non-charitable, non-
spouse beneficiary.

And that makes charitable bequests in your
Will a good deal. For every, effective £600
you give, the Chancellor will give an extra
£400.

If not Liable to Inheritance Tax

Of course, if your estate turns out nof to be
liable for Inheritance Tax, your legacy of
£30,000 will still be £30,000 in the hands of
the charity. It just won't be quite so tax
efficient.

And for many people that’s an important
point because they have deeply emotional — if
largely irrational — views about tax. Such
people applauded the Chancellor for
supporting the credit boom that made their
houses several times more valuable, but then
bitterly resented the thought of paying
Inheritance Tax on the increase. They were
convinced that free care for the elderly should
be an automatic right, but didn't expect
anyone to be charged extra taxes to pay for it.

And if that’s the way you feel and your
estate is not going to be liable Inheritance Tax
— but you still want the Chancellor to put his
smallest shovel into your cash pile — you
might like to consider giving before you go.
While Living

And the simple comparison is this.

If you pay Income Tax and you give £100
to a charity before you die, the charity will
actually receive — including the Gift Aid
payment it gets from the Chancellor — £128. If
you pay Income Tax at the higher rate, the
Chancellor will actually give you a £25 tax
rebate as well — see Ringing and Money 2.

If you're retired but not paying at the higher
rate, the Chancellor may give you a tax rebate
up to £12.50 - see Ringing and Money 8. So
if your estate isn't going to be liable for
Inheritance Tax and you pay any Income Tax
at all, £100 given to a charity while you're
alive will be worth at least £128 bequeathed to
the same charity in your Will. And for many
people that’s an important point to think
about.

And as ever, these are this year’s figures —
2009/10 — and they may well be a little
different in future.

The Planning

But - and this is a very big but — don’t let
tax govern your financial decisions unless
you're very bitter about it indeed. Don’t
become a financial King Lear. Don't leave
yourself or your spouse with insufficient funds
to pay for your latter years because you're
determined to avoid tax.

At least, that’s my personal advice. I've
seen many people lose all their savings
through making badly advised, tax-based
investment decisions, and I've known many
unhappy elderly people who have passed their
savings on to their children and grandchildren,
only to find those children and grandchildren
being — in their eyes — insufficiently grateful.
Be very careful.

Dying Tidily

And my equally strong advice is that
everyone should make a Will. Everyone
should arrange to die financially tidily.
Everyone should ensure that their loved ones
are as properly provided for as possible and
not saddled with horrendous financial
complexities in addition to their grief. And sad
thought though it is, when you make your
Will, you also need to consider the what ifs.

The What Ifs

For example, your spouse or partner may
die before you, and your children may die
before you too. You and all your children may
die in the same car crash — or shortly
afterwards.

While you're dancing the conga during your
75th wedding anniversary celebrations — with
all your children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren dancing along with you — the
hotel may be destroyed by a massive gas
explosion. So even if you want to leave every
penny to relations, do include a provision in
case they all die before you or shortly after
you. Otherwise it could all go to the State.

Typically, you can include a clause which
says that if none of your potential beneficiaries
survive you by more than 28 days, your estate
will go to a specified charity — or if that
charity no longer exists, to such similar
charity as your executors decide.

The Legacy

And if you definitely want to leave money
to belfry restoration — either as a specific
amount or as a last ditch just-in-case — what
then?

Well, it certainly doesn’t need to be as much
as £30,000. Association Belfry Repair Funds
(BRFs) and tower rehang projects will be
extremely grateful for a few hundred. For
many people, £1,000 bequeathed will be a tiny
fraction of their estate, but it will be a major
sum to the recipient.

So whilst I'm not trying to persuade you, it
always seems to me that we’ve all received a
colossal amount of training, encouragement
and fun from ringing — virtually for free — that
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Horrton Kirby Star

CKA& / KNR&AGYlF& 2dNJ G26SNI G {
new festive decoratiort an illuminated star. This is a copy of

one that has been shining from the tower of St Nicholas,
Southfleet for the last few Christmases.

Apart from being a traditional Christmas symbol, its creation
revealed an unexpected bonus in the encouragement, support
and help freely given by a host of people, many with no
O2yySOiA2Y 6A0GK {0 al NBEQao

This generous assistance ranged from the initial advice given
by the Rector of St Nicholas, David Houston, to help with
making and assembling the star and the final installation on
GKS (2SN o6& WogAtftAyaQ @2f dzyi
time to allow a ' December switch on which coincides with

the annual floodlighting of the church.

Two of our ringers Mick and JP deserve special mention for
working on top of the tower and standing on the slippery base
of the flagpole in gale force winds and pouring rain to attach
the star to the flagpole. Unfortunately due to the awful
conditions it was not possible to raise the star as high as we
would have liked but plans are already afoot on improvements
for next year!

Perhaps a chain of stars all along the Darent Valley!

John Chennery

ith
fophoto taken by Martin Bailey
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