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On 21st November, Farningham provided the venue for 
the call change competition.  9 teams took part, which 
was the most there had been for a number of years.  
Peter Sims (the County Chairman) and Sheila Phyall from 
the Ashford district came up to judge.  Each team had to 
ring 120 changes and make at least 12 call changes. 
 
The teams made it difficult for the judges as there was a 
high standard throughout and no one rang badly.  After 
of plenty of thought though, (we were beginning to 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƴŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΗύ 
they came up with the following results: 
 
 1. Beckenham "George"    4 
 2. Erith CC     7 
 3. Beckenham "Dragon"  13 
 4. Chelsfield   18 
 5. Horton Kirby "Lesley"  24 
 6. Horton Kirby "Mick"  26 
 7. Crayford/Ash   27 
 8. Eltham   35 
 9. Crayford/Dartford  39 
 
Congratulations to Beckenham on defending the trophy 
and thanks again to Peter and Sheila for giving up their 
time to come and judge it. 
 
Rupert Cheeseman 

L to R Roddy Horton, Rosemary Stretton, Ross Hartley,  
          Lizzy Hartley,  Terry Guntrip, ,  Jim Hardy. 
 
 

Donôt forget ΧΧΧΦ 

Quarter Peal Week  

12th ñ21st February 2010  
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Thank you for electing me your Chairman at the Annual 
District Meeting at St. Mary Cray in October.  It is an honour 
and I hope I can justify and reward your faith in me!  
   
It was very poignant that the venue was St Mary Cray as that 
was where my grandparents lived (my paternal grandfather 
was publican at the now closed Blue Anchor) and where my 
parents were married and I was baptised.  I have many 
happy childhood memories of St Mary Cray and the large 
Rectory that stood at the bottom of Blacksmiths Lane which 
was demolished to accommodate the two tower blocks in 
the 1960s.  I understand that there was also previously a bell 
foundry on that site run by the Hodsons.  The back five bells 
at Chelsfield were cast by John Hodson in 1672.  
   
I will be very happy to learn what people expect of their 
Chairman.  I admit I didn't see a job description before 
agreeing to stand for the position.  The simplistic view is that 
it involves keeping order at four meeting through the year 
but there is much more that can be done.  Please make your 
views known.  
   
It is also a strange coincidence that the next District meeting 
is at my home tower, Chelsfield.  The Chelsfield ringers look 
forward to giving everyone a warm welcome and some of 
you may be experiencing, and hopefully enjoying, a ring on 
our augmented bells following the addition of three new 
trebles in 2009.  The former treble is being rehoused through 
the Keltek Trust.  
   
One item worthy of discussion at the January meeting will be 
how some money from the A G Hill Memorial Fund, currently 
held centrally by the KCACR, is allocated bearing in mind the 
intention was to provide instruction books for learners in the 
Lewisham District extended as far as possible to the rest of 
the County.  To some extent, we are all learners!  A lively 
debate looks to be on the cards.  
   
By the time you will read this I hope you will have had a 
Happy Christmas but perhaps you will also be well on the 
way to breaking your New Year resolutions!  
   
Nick  
 
 
   

 ²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ мфсфΚ 
 
  wŜŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΧΧΦ 
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January again ς how these months seem to fly 
by so quickly!  We spend all that time getting 
ready for Christmas buying too much food, 
ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
flash.  Well I hope you all had a good one and I 
hope you have an equally good New Year. 

 
It was great to see more teams entering the Call Change 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ .ŜŎƪŜƴƘŀƳ ΨDŜƻǊƎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
resounding victory.  The standard was very high this time and 
the judges took a long time deliberating -   as Rupert said we 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜΗ 
 
Our next big event is the Quarter Peal week in February.  Lets 
hope we manage to get at least one rung in each tower in the 
district. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has sent in articles for this edition 
of the Newsletter ς without your support there would be no 
bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘƻ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
hopefully enjoy!      
 
Suex 

 
 
 
 
 
This the main source of fundraising for the Bell Restoration 
Fund from the Lewisham District.  Ash are having major 
works done in 2010 and have received a generous donation 
from the BRF.  I expect to have something over £550 for the 
BRF at the end of March.  The 120 club starts again in April 
and I will have forms available from the January meeting. 
 
Draw held on October 10th at St Mary Cray (Annual District 
Meeting) 
 
1st 85 Jan Odell (Footscray) 
2nd 70 Alan Smith (Charlton Kings) 
3rd 93 120 club 
4th 106 120 club 
 
Draw held on November 21st at Farningham (Call change 
Striking Competition) 
 
1st 65 Janis Roddy (Sidcup) 
2nd 48 Tony Fisher (Eynsford) 
3rd 89 Sue Cameron (Unattached) 
4th 82 Barry Macey (Footscray) 
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There was an air of anticipation and excitement about the 
start of our weekend on the 
Isle of Wight as we met up at 
the ferry terminal in 
Portsmouth. 
 
After landing in Fishbourne 
we headed straight to All Saints in Ryde for a ring of eight 
bells. It was then on to All Saints at Newchurch (a ring of 
six, the nicest and therefore my favourite) - these were 
ground floor bells, and one either stood outside in the 
ƻǇŜƴ ŀƛǊΣ ƻǊ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƘǊƻΩ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
we were marooned whilst ringing took place. 
Some of us went back there on Sunday morning as they 
were short on regular ringers. 
 
The Shanklin Hotel was superb as usual, lovely food the 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ Ω5ƛŀƴŜ wƻǎǎΩ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƭǘƘƻΩ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘΦ 
 
We awoke to rain on Saturday morning, but this soon 
cleared and we were able to do the usual walk along the 
Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎƭƛŦŦ ǘƻǇ ǘƻ ¢ŜƴƴȅǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΦ 
 

! ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ  
and  ascended Tennyson Down. 

 
After a quick pub lunch sitting outside, it was then on to 
All Saints (a distinct lack of imagination in church names 
here) in Freshwater (the heaviest six on the Island).    
 

Several of us had a good look around the Church yard 
which seemed to contain a good number of distinguished  
 
people including a one time Khedive of Egypt. 
 
It was then on St Mary & St Rhadegund in Whitwell, which 
are a new six re-hung earlier this year. 
 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŜŜ DŜŜǎ 
9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
were up dancing that evening and suffering for it the next 
day! 
 
Sunday morning was torrential rain and heavy gusts of 
wind, some went off to ring for morning service, others 
went shopping or just lazed around the Hotel until the 
rain cleared away at lunch time. 
 
In the afternoon it was time for our second walk, which 
ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ΩDƻŘǎƘƛƭƭΩ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ 
walk was climbing almost vertically sometimes 
along an extremely muddy path. It was 
difficult not to slide back down, but the view 
at the top was worth it, and we passed some 
[ƭŀƳŀΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǳǇΗ 
 
We finally got back to the car park & tea room just as it 
was getting dark, and some of us had a very enormous 
scrummy  cake (it was a pity we did not have time for a 
return visit there). 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ Ω{ƻƭŜƴǘ /ƛǘȅ {ƻǳƴŘǎΩ 
not a lot of dancing though - we were too worn out. 
 
Monday morning dawned dry and sunny, just time for yet 
another walk for the most energetic (are we gluttons for 
punishment?) and then lunch at a nearby pub. 
We decided to try for an earlier crossing and just two cars 
made it on to the 1.30pm ferry leaving the others at the 
terminal looking on forlornly as we sailed into the 
Horizon, ending a Brilliant weekend.  Thank you Len for 
organizing it - ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƻƴŜΗΗΗ        
 
Marnie Knight   
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4: Maintaining History 
 

Every so often the Whitechapel Bell Foundry hits the national 
headlines (work on Big Ben, the 9/11 bell for New York, the 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘύΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ς 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΦ 
 
Being made of hard bronze, church bells can last for 
hundreds of years and it is not that unusual to find one or 
two bells dating from the 1600s, 1500s or even 1400s in a 
tower where other bells have been subsequently recast due 
to damage or poor tone.  Single bells in smaller churches can 
be even older, and within the last few years we have had 
bells in for refurbishment dating back to the 1300s, 1200s 
and even one from the 1100s! 
 
In mid 2006 we visited the church of St Lawrence in Ipswich 
to inspect their ring of bells that had been almost unused for 
many years due to the poor condition of the tower and of 
the bell installation.  The 5 bells were from 3 different 
founders at 3 different dates, but remarkably all the bells 
were cast in the 1400s!  It is most unusual for so many 
ancient bells to survive in one place and they are almost 
certainly the oldest ring of 5 in the country.  Also, the oldest 
bell was cast in about 1440 in Aldgate by one of the earliest 
predecessors to the business and is the earliest 
ά²ƘƛǘŜŎƘŀǇŜƭέ ōŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǎŜŜƴΦ 
 
Although the bells had been refurbished and rehung a 
number of times in the past they had not been altered or 
tuned and still retained their ancient wrought iron clappers, 
they were however corroded on the inside which had 
deadened their tone.  Cardinal Wolsey (1475 ς 1530) lived in 
Ipswich as a young man and would have heard these bells, 
the sound of which had not altered to the present day. 
 
In many cases one or more of the bells in a tower are tuned 
when refurbished, to improve the overall musical quality of 
the peal, but in this case the bells were listed for 
preservation, were not badly out of tune and were not too 
poor tonally, so no tuning was proposed.  Often a ring of 5 
bells will be increased to 6 when refurbishment becomes 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ тнл ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ άŎƘŀƴƎŜǎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊǳƴƎ 
rather than the 120 possible on 5. Even for rings of old bells 
we regularly cast bells using our old 19th century moulding 
gauges to get a good match tonally, but in this case we 
decided that adding an extra bell would ruin the uniqueness 
of the ring.  
 
Also, a set of new modern cast iron clappers would normally  

 
 
be provided, but although the old clappers were not at all 
well matched for size or proportions it was decided to offer 
new top ends, forged from genuine wrought iron, blacksmith 
fire-welded to the original bottom ends to maintain the 
original material and therefore the original sound. 
However, the frame and other fittings were a mixed up set 
and in a poor state. 
 
The tower was a tall, slender structure with evidence of 
cracking throughout its height, with the bellframe mounted 
right at the top where the forces imposed by the bells have 
the greatest effect on the tower, making it sway and making 
the bells difficult to ring. 
In order to reduce the stress on the tower, we suggested 
putting a new cast iron & steel frame in just above the first 
floor, carefully designed so that the largest bells swing in line 
with the strongest parts of the tower, leaving the old frame 
and fittings in place for posterity and moving the ringers 
downstairs onto a new gallery between the ground and first 
floors at a level where a floor had previously existed. 
 
Following a re-quote in December 2007 we received an order 
in 2008 (church bell projects often take years to raise funds, 
make decisions, and gain permission, this one was quite 
quick!), enabling us to remove the bells from the tower in 
early 2009. 
The bells were gritblasted internally to remove the worst 
corrosion, jet-washed and scrubbed externally to leave the 
original patina of age, and provided with specially designed 
fittings to make them perform like a modern peal.  The 
clappers were re-used and the new frame designed and 
installed as proposed.  Following a lot of building work the 
bells were finally re-installed in September 2009 and are now 
easy to ring, sounding out again and fit for another hundred 
years or more. 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ά²ƘƛǘŜŎƘŀǇŜƭέ ōŜƭƭǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ 
peal of 5 in the country, still as heard by young Thomas 
Wolsey over 500 years ago! 
 
Mark Backhouse 
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ASH-BY-WROTHAM 
Practice Saturday 9:30am 

 
SOUNDS OF SUCCESS 
Hello from the bottom right hand corner of last issue's map.  
By the time this is in print, our bells will be paying their long 
anticipated visit to Whitechapel, for a spruce up, new running 
gear, tuning and re-hanging.  My thanks to all who helped in 
the fund raising, bell lowering and like activities, thanks in 
anticipation for those who will help in the re-hang, tidy, clean 
and paint of the tower, not to mention the bits of building 
work that can be reached better while the bells are away.   
This of course means that we will be unable to ring during the 
District Quarter Peal Week.  However, with a lot of help from 
Rupert, Cathy, Mark and Brenda an early quarter peal was rung 
on the 20th December.   We were also pleased to be included in 
5ŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΣ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǘƻǳǊΦ 

We'll be supporting services while the bells are away with 
handbell ringing, and at the time of writing we're planning 
some visits to 'the Cinque ports ringing centre'.  We are taking 
some of the congregation to visit the bells while they're at 
Whitechapel and there will be belfry working parties to clean 
up the bell chamber.  Other planned treats for the Saturdays 
we won't have practice include visits to the 'Model Engineer's 
Exhibition' and the 'Ribblehead Viaduct'. 

 

 Ash By Wrotham, Kent 

 SS Peter & Paul 

 Sunday, 20 December 2009 in 0:43 (9½) 

  

 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

 1   Brian Ashmore 

 2   Brenda Barton 

 3   Mark Backhouse 

 4   Cathy Cheeseman 

 5   Rupert Cheeseman (C) 

 6   John Stook 

 

Before 9 Lessons and Carols. 

Last quarter on the bells before they get taken out for rehanging and 

retuning.  

To kick off the Lewisham District Quarter Peal week... 9 weeks early! 

First quarter; 6. First quarter for 20 years!; 1. 50th quarter; 2.  

 

John & Gabrielle Stook 
 

BECKENHAM 
Practice Thursday 19:50 

 
BEXLEY 
Practice Thursday 20:00 

BICKLEY 
Practice Wednesday 19:30 

 
BIGGIN HILL 
Practice Tuesday 20:00 

 

RINGING IN BIRMINGHAM(ALABMA, OF COURSE!) 
For the second time in 2009, and the frirst in 2010, part of 
.ƛƎƎƛƴ IƛƭƭΩǎ ōŀƴŘ όbŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎύ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
the only tower in Alabama.  {ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎΣ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 
tower, in a friendly city.  Visitors are always welcome!!  LǘΩǎ 
only an eight-hour-flight-two-hour-drive away!   
 
And the driving is a real pleasure  (once you find your way out 
of Atlanta!)  Why, we wondered, looking at the interstate 
ahead, just as busy as an English motorway.  aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
slightly slower speed.  And no one seems to be in a hurry.  No 
horns, no gestures.  hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛŘ-back South! 
 
Just as many towers here struggle to keep a viable band going, 
ǎƻ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΦ  Of the many 
enthusiatic locals who first learned to ring on the new bells, a 
number have fallen away.  The loyal core have come on 
wonderfully, but frustratingly slowly; for unlike English towers, 
their nearest assistance is 150 miles away! So they practice 
twice a weekτquite a commitment. Now Jenne confidently 
calls Bob Doubles, Jeremy is calling Grandsire Doubles, and by 
visiting Marietta and Atlanta, triples quarters have been 
scored.  They long to have their own triples band. Plans for a 
ŦƛǊǎǘ άƘƻƳŜέ ōŀƴŘ όǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ƘŜƭǇύ ǇŜŀƭ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
made soon, too. 
 
So, as they say in the South:  ¸Ωŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΗ 
 
Nancy Gay 
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 some of the ladies went off in search of a bargain and came 
back with bikes, dinner services and trivets!!  
 
 [ǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩ ƛƴ [ŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜ-ordering the 
food worked out well.  Excellent food and good value!  
 
On to Ulcombe for tower 4, old memories for me because 
that was where I was taught to ring many years ago.  And 
lastly to Boxley, - my word their tower is tall with fantastic 
views over the weald and beyond.  Finally everyone back to 
Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǎ !ǊƳǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǊŜǎǘΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ 
everyone had a great day out !   
 
Laurence Bond 

DARTFORD 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 

 

 
 

DOWNE 
Practice 1st Monday 20:00 Joint 

Practice with Cudham 

 

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ !ƎŀƛƴΗ 
We have enjoyed ringing for the extra Carol Services leading 

up to Christmas as well as a December Wedding and of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨwƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ŀƴŘ wƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƻƴ 

Monday 14th -12, we were Recorded for one of the BBC 

Midday TV Programmes.  I wonder if any one will have 

spotted us!  It was a fun session for which 3 of our working 

(slightly younger!) Ringers had to slightly reorganise their 

working schedules but they felt it was really worth it.  We 

rang Backward Rounds which they hoped would blend with 

ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ǘǳƴŜΦ  ²ƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wŜǾ 9ǊƛŎ 

Heselwood for allowing us to do this ς we hope that we 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ Ψ.Ŝƭƭ ƳǳŦŦƭŜǊǎΩΦ 

Bridget Robbie 

 

ELTHAM 
Practice Tuesday 20:00 

 

Firstly I am pleased to report that a quarter peal was 
successfully rung for the retirement of Father John Neal. 
Details are under this piece. And as promised last time, an 
article has been produced on the Isle of Wight trip (with 
thanks to Marnie).  
  

BROMLEY 
Practice Tuesday 20:00 

BROMLEY COMMON 
Practice Thursday 19:45 

 

CHELSFIELD 
Practice Monday 20:00 

 

We continue with varied and usually well attended practices.   
Ringing is across the spectrum from Plain Hunt up to 
Grandsire & Stedman Triples and Cambridge S Major as well 
as, remembering our 6 bell roots, often including some 
Doubles and spliced Minor. 
 
Nick Wilkins 

CHISLEHURST (Annunciation) 
Practice 1st Wednesday 19:3 

CHISLEHURST (St Nicholas) 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 (1st Wednesday 

at Annunciation) 

CRAYFORD 
Practice Tuesday 19:45 

 
CUDHAM 
Practice Monday (except 1st) 19:45 Joint Practice with Downe 

 

Off we went at 8.45 a.m. on Sat 19th {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
tour of 5 towers.  We had around 15 ringers right across the 
ability range although none of us fantastically expert.  We 
just wanted to get to visit some stunning churches and to 
hopefully enjoy the chance to ring the bells and most of all ς 
to have some fun.  Frankly I believe we achieved all of the 
above, some of the ringing was good some not so, however 
everyone had the opportunity to have a go at all 5 churches.  
 
We started at Biddenden on their lovely 8 bells, then on to 
Headcorn for their 8.  It took 2 of us to get the tenor raised as 
the clapper has some kind of defect and it always goes up 
ΨǿǊƻƴƎΩ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƛǘΦ  hƴ ǘƻ 
Hollingbourne where there was some kind of street market - 
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On the ringing front, we were able to enter a team in the call 
change striking competition that contained THREE first time 
competition ringers. They did very well doing something new 
like that on bells which they had never rung before. We have 
already penciled the March competition date into our 
diaries :) 
  
We are also hoping to have enough ringers willing and 
available to ring in the New Year, a tradition which had been 
put on hold while we were building our numbers back up. 
We may even have enough to ring for the carol service, an 
event we usually are short on due to it clashing with every 
other churches service.  
  
Wednesday, 30 September 2009 in 45 mins (10-2-24) 
1400 Grandsire Triples 
1   Steve Fitton  
2   Len Morley  
3   Phil Stott  
4   Diane Reynolds  
5   Angus Ogilvie  
6   Ian Mills (C)  
7   David Holdridge  
8   Len Dumper  
 Rung to say farewell to Fr John and Lesley Neal  
 

 Katherine Trill 

ERITH (Christ Church) 
Practice Monday 20:00 

 

Once again this year we took part in the Christchurch 
Christmas Tree Festival ς held in aid of the Greenwich and 
Bexley Cottage Hospice. As usual we covered our tree with 
bells in all shapes and sizes. We aim for quantity rather than 
quality!  
 
All our learners are making excellent progress ς they are now 
ringing regularly on Sundays and graduating from rounds to 
Call Changes. The rest of the band are consolidating existing 
methods and learning some new ones. The very wet weather 
recently, leading to the ropes shortening, has meant that 
even some of our taller members have occasionally had to 
use a box. 
 
We were delighted that our band came second in the Striking 
Competition, particularly as they had first to ring at 
Christchurch for a wedding and then get down to 
Farningham. And, on the subject of weddings, some of the 
band have been called on to help out for weddings at St. 
Clement Danes in London! 
 
Elizabeth Brett 

ERITH (St John the Baptist) 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 

EYNSFORD 
Practice Friday 20:00 

FARNINGHAM 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 by arrangement 

 

FOOTS CRAY 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 

 

HAYES 
Practice Tuesday 20:00 

 

HORTON KIRBY 
Practice Thursday 20.00 

 

For the second year running we entered two bands for the 
Call Change competition held at Farningham and for the 
second year one of the bands had no peal ringers in it.  This 
year though all the ringers were from Horton Kirby ς one 
ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΩ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
service ringers.  We feel this is quite an achievement since 
we are still one of the newest towers in the district.  We felt 
we rang well but the standard was very high so although we 
only came 5th and 6th out of 9 we were very pleased with our 
attempts. 
 
Progress in ringing continues especially with our young 
ringers ς we have been known to have 12 ringers on a 
Sunday!   We are still working on Bob Doubles and have 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ IY ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
been brave enough to attempt it on a Sunday yet!   
 
Sue Allport 

 

LEWISHAM 
Practice 5th Wednesday 

 

 

PENGE 
Ringing by arrangement 
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ST MARY CRAY 
Practice Wednesday 19:45 

SHOREHAM 
Practice Monday 20:00 

SIDCUP 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 

WEST WICKHAM 
Practice Wednesday 20:00 

 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ǎŀǿ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ..vΣ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ !ƭȅǎΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
in Cudham and we were again blessed with a glorious weather. 
We were joined by a couple of friends from Addington, Eric 
Godfrey and Ruth and John Perrin. 
 
A bright blue sky greeted 
us on 7 November when 9 
ringers, 2 partners and 2 
dogs arrived at 
Edenbridge for a ramble, 
ring and pub lunch. We 
went on a circular walk 
taking us along the river 
Eden and through some 

lovely countryside. We then rang at St 
Peter & Paul at Edenbridge , the 14 cwt 
ring of 8 are easy to handle and sound 
lovely.  
 
 

Finally a well deserved meal in the local pub, although we 
waited an hour for it to be freshly cooked, it was well worth 
the wait. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our regular practices continue, but we miss Alys who has now 
moved to Cudham and is unable to commit to regular 
practices. Brian, our learner continues to make progress ringing 
call changes. 
 
Judith Fry 

WOOLWICH, GREENWICH & DEPTFORD 
The Meridian Ringers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It was good to see so many people at the ADM and hopefully 
this will continue into 2010 as attendances at district events 
during 2009 were distinctly variable.  Keep an eye on the 
website for when events are taking place. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  LΩǾŜ 
already sent an initial email out to each tower but in the next 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 
be able to do and what help is required.  This is so that we 
can reach our target of a quarter in each tower and as many 
firsts as possible.  To this aim the first quarter has already 
been scored as Ash bells have now come out for rehanging 
and retuning. 
 
Rupert 
 

Peals 

1969 & 2009 
On December 22nd 1969 a band of teenagers rang a peal at 
Sennen Church a mile from Land's End. It was the youngest 
band to ring a peal for the Truro Guild and the record stands 
today. 
  
On the 22nd December 2009, 40 years later, 4 of the same 
band met at Sennen to ring a peal to mark the anniversary. 
One of the ringers could not be found (he may be in Italy) 
and sadly Tim Bell, who called the first peal, has died. We 
dedicated the peal to his memory. 
  
I was lucky enough to be one of those who was found after 
being 'googled' and rang in both peals. 
  
Lesley Barclay (née Evans) 
(Full report in April NewslettterτEd) 
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L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ before 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ LΩŘ 
like to run through some of the ideas and principles that I 
hope to bring to training in Lewisham District. 
 
Firstly I like to thank David for his efforts as Training Officer 
over the past few years.  As anyone who has been a student 
ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
helped many people make progress with their ringing (and 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴύ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
happened. 
 
bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
outline a few of the ideas and principles that I hope to bring 
to training in the Lewisham District. 
 
Point 1: We are all Learners 
 
!ƭƭ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ  bŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
understand your problems, not only have they been through 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
similar problems now, just while trying to ring something 
ŜƭǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ 
ƻƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƻƛƴǘΧ 
 
Point 2: Learning is a Continuous Process 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ 
ŀƴŘ ΨǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΩ ŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ΨƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ 
you do when you are given an objective (like learning Bob 
5ƻǳōƭŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ΨǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
(at practice nights, District Meetings and the like).  In reality 
ALL ringing is part of the learning process.  Even ringing call 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
think of as a time for learning, gives you a chance to work on 
your striking and bell control.  So learners should take 
advantage of every chance to ring, which brings me to my 
ƴŜȄǘ ƛŘŜŀΧ 
 
Point 3: Training Days are not Isolated Events 
 
Ringers sometimes look at Training Days in isolation.  Really 
they should been seen as part of a spectrum ranging from 
your weekly tower practice night, through District Meetings 
and Practices and on to District Training Days alongside big, 
residential training courses like the Hereford or Bradfield  

 
ringing courses.  Occasionally students turn up to training  
days not having rung the method that they were on the  
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ  
Learners should take every opportunity they can find to 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
allows them to make most progress on a training day.  This 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǘΤ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ 
ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ΨǎǇƻƛƭΩ ƛǘΦ  
After all, if you make more progress than you expected we can 
always help you move on!   
 
tƻƛƴǘ пΥ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
 
There are a couple of ringers in the Lewisham District who 
have made really good progress with their ringing over the 
past couple of years.  It is not a coincidence that they are 
amongst the most regular attendees at District events (of all 
types ς meetings, practices and training days) and have 
frequently been to practice nights away from their home 
tower to get the ringing they require.  This may not be 
practical for everyone but it does show you what can be 
achieved when a learner takes responsibility for their own 
ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ 
(although it is polite to ask the tower captain of wherever 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƴŘύΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
tower either in the District or in one of our neighbouring 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎκ5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
and would be happy to accommodate you.  Some ringers feel 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨŘƛǎƭƻȅŀƭΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻǿŜǊ ōȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ 
you can become a better ringer by visiting another practice 
night, this will only help improve the ringing at your home 
tower too.  One note of caution: When learning new methods 
it is important to have aim high.  However, it is also important 
to be really comfortable in the basics before moving on to 
more complex ringing.  For example, if you want to learn Plain 
Bob Doubles, you should ensure that you can ring Plain Hunt 
ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅΦ  !ǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
unsure, ask your tower captain or another experienced ringer 
whom you ring with regularly for their advice. 
 
Point 5: Learners should have Objectives 
 
Having a tangible objective to aim for is a really useful way to 
focus your learning and measure your improvement.  Certainly 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ǿƘŜƴ LΩǾŜ ǎŜǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ƳŜ ƻƴΦ  ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǾŀǊȅ 
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dependent on what stage you are at in your ringing career, it 
might be entering a band into a striking competition for 
example, but for people learning to ring methods the most 
appropriate objective is usually to ring a quarter peal.  This is 
something the learner can do themselves (see point four 
ŀōƻǾŜύΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
methods upwards, speak to your tower captain or another 
experienced ringer who you ring with regularly and pick a 
date when you want to hit your target (e.g. successfully ring 
a quarter peal).  Find a tower and ask around to find a band, 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǊƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
already busy, after all people rang with us when we were 
learning the likes of Plain Hunt and Bob Doubles.  Similarly if 
you need a conductor ask around.  There are plenty of 
ringers in the district capable of calling quarter peals.  The 
forthcoming District Quarter Peal Week would be an ideal 
time to do this, but any time of the year is fine. 
 
{ƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ 
anything above or any other training related matters, my e-
mail address is training@lewishamdistrict.org.uk. 
 
Dominic Meredith 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Cinque Ports Ringing  
Centre at Dover 

 

òCalling Call Changes ó 

 

Saturday 30 th  January 2010  

13.00 to 16.30  
at St Maryõs, Dover 

 

An afternoon course for those who have 
never called anything before and wouldnõt 

know where or how to start.  

 
Tel: 01104 823217 or email 

ptdale@dsl.pipex.com to book a place.  

 
Make a day of it and come as a helper to the 

morning ringing school from 10 to 12.  

 

 
The Ringing Foundation was formed in 2007 by the Central 
Council of Church Bell Ringers; its principal objectives are given on 
its home page http://www.ringingfoundation.com/ and include 
enhancing the quality and quantity of training through the 
creation of a structured learning process. 
 
There was a report in the Ringing World recently about two 
Teaching Workshops in October, organised by the Foundation in 
London and Birmingham respectively.  I was invited to give a short 
presentation and you may have seen a rather unflattering picture 
of me holding forth to the Birmingham audience. 
 
I must admit it was preaching mainly to the converted because 
everybody there was concerned about low levels of recruitment, 
particularly of younger ringers, and the loss of so many ringers in 
the early stages.  Everybody also accepted that learning to ring is 
somewhat of a lottery, with the quality of teaching in some areas 
being mediocre at best and often very poor indeed. 
 
In fact, I wonder if we ever expect learners to succeed at their first 
ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ŀ 
learner thrust into Plain Hunt, say, for the first time gets it right?   
If that is the case then it is quite a damning indictment of our 
teaching tactics if we come to think about it.  What is really 
needed to retain more of our recruits is a series of short, easily 
mastered exercises that take them gradually from one stage to 
the next. 
 
In my presentation I examined the traditional teaching route of 
bell handling, rounds, call changes, plain hunt, and so on, and 
explained how the Cinque Ports Ringing Centre tries to remedy its 
shortcomings.  There were nods of agreement when I said it was 
roller-coaster ride of successive failures because the hurdles at 
each stage were too high to manage at the first attempt.  
 
With such a receptive audience it was easy for me to go into 
details of the philosophy behind our approach at the Cinque Ports.  
Many of the delegates at the workshops were already using 
similar techniques and I found it was a wonderful forum for 
exchange of ideas.  To know more please go to http://
cccbr.org.uk/education/practicetoolkit/ and follow the link to 
Foundation Skills where there is a wealth of resources and ideas. 
 
If you are currently teaching ringers or training a band, look out 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ά¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ¢ƛǇǎέΣ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ 
publication soon.  Of course you can always come to Dover on a 
Saturday morning to experience for yourself different ways of 
developing bell control and method ringing skills. 
 

Peter Dale 

mailto:ptdale@dsl.pipex.com
http://www.ringingfoundation.com/
http://cccbr.org.uk/education/practicetoolkit/
http://cccbr.org.uk/education/practicetoolkit/
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Submitted by Peter Sims on request by the KCACR with 

acknowledgment to The Ringing World and Steve Coleman for 

the use of the article. 

¢Ƙƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƻǊǘƻƴ YƛǊōȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ 
new festive decoration  - an illuminated star. This is a copy of 
one that has been shining from the tower of St Nicholas, 
Southfleet for the last few Christmases.   
 
Apart from being a traditional Christmas symbol, its creation 
revealed an unexpected bonus in the encouragement, support 
and help freely given by a host of people, many with no 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎΦ 
 
This generous assistance ranged from  the initial advice given 
by the Rector of St Nicholas, David Houston, to  help with 
making and assembling the star and the final installation on 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊ ōȅ ΨǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΩ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
time to allow a  1st December switch on which  coincides with 
the annual floodlighting of the church. 
 
Two of our ringers Mick and JP deserve special mention for 
working on top of the tower and standing on the slippery base 
of the flagpole in gale force winds and pouring rain to attach 
the star to the flagpole.  Unfortunately due to the awful 
conditions it was not possible to raise the star as high as we 
would have liked but plans are already afoot on improvements 
for next year! 
 
Perhaps a chain of stars all along the Darent Valley! 
 
John Chennery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo taken by Martin Bailey 


